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INTRO & REVIEW

ABRAHAM AND THE FAMILY TREE

PEEK ABU & THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC

TOO MANY TO COUNT

MY FAMILY TREE

LESSON OVERVIEW

SCRIPTURES TO STUDY
Genesis 12:1-3, Genesis 13:14-16,
Genesis 15:4-6, Genesis 18:19, 
Genesis 22:1-18

MAIN POINT
I can be a part of God’s family.

MEMORY VERSE
See what kind of love the Father
has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we
are.   1 John 3:1

HEART OF GOD
Th e day Abraham off ered his son
was one of my favorite days!
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Family is a very important foundation to Chris-
tian faith for one main reason: God wanted a
family.  And this desire for a family motivated
God to create man and then to rescue man af-
ter he fell.  When God needed a way back into
the earth, He chose to use family as a way to
communicate His love and commitment to man
- He would send His Son.  And He chose Abra-
ham, a man with the same desire for family, as
the person through whom He would bring His
Son. 

Family is still important to God.  He calls fam-
ilies to glorify Him and has chosen to be called
“Father,” so that we would understand that He
has created us, that He loves us, and that He
wants to care for us.

 In today’s world, many families are broken and
fi lled with sorrow.  But as our Heavenly Father,
God wants very much to bring us into a close
family relationship with Him.  He alone can
satisfy every person’s desire for love and securi-
ty, no matter how broken or inadequate is their
earthly family tree.  If our earthly father disap-
points us, we can take comfort in knowing that
our true Father never will.

When God selected Abraham to be the Father
of the Jewish people, God was looking for one
quality: faith.  God promised Abraham de-
scendants. Abraham trusted God to be good
to His Word, even if that meant believing the
impossible.  In a fallen world, where the realm
of the senses ruled, Abraham trusted God and 
His Word over what he could see or feel.   And
God knew that Abraham would command his
household aft er him to trust God too.  (Gen
18:19)  Th is characteristic was essential for God
to be able to carry out His promise to Abraham
to bring Christ through his family tree.

When Abraham willingly trusted God with
his greatest desire, he trusted the heart of God.
God delighted to see Abraham’s faith walk, and
it was that very act of faith that allowed God
to begin to build His family.  In this lesson, we 
should not only stress God’s strong desire for a
family, but also the need for trusting faith to
walk with a God who is our Spirit Father.

TEACHER NOTES
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INTRODUCTION & REVIEW

 ABC BLOCKS 
Review: “R” is for God Rescues those 
who seek Him.
New: “F” is for God wants a Family.

MAIN POINT
I can be a part of God’s family.

MEMORY VERSE 
See what kind of love the Father has given
to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are.   1 John 3:1

HEART OF GODH
Th e day Abraham off ered his son was one
of my favorite days.

 Let’s review our ABCs.  Someone tell me which let-
ter goes fi rst!  (Have the kids help you put the blocks or 
letter pages in the right order.  See if they can remember 
the title for each ABC block or letter page.) 

“C” reminds us that God made everything, including
me and you!  “E” is for God has an enemy - that old
liar the devil, and we aren’t going to let him trick us,
are we?  “R” reminds us that God rescues the good.
And Noah is certainly one of the best Bible heroes.
Th is week, we are going to learn about another
hero of faith - Abraham.  And as we learn about
Abraham, we are going to learn our next ABC truth
about God:  God wants a FAMILY.  You can be a
part of God’s family and so can I.  Th at’s right!  God
created us to be part of his very own family.  So our
next letter is “F.”  

Our verse for today is from 1 John 3:1, “See what kind
of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are.”

(Help the children recite the memory verse at this time
(using a competition or game idea if desired), or you could 
save that for the small group time.)
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ABRAHAM AND THE FAMILY TREE

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 12:2 And I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
3  And I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curses thee: and in thee
shall all families of the earth be blessed.

ELEMENT OF TRUTHE
God needed a family through which Hed d
could bring Christ into the world.

MATERIALSM
Plastic baby doll wrapped in blanket.Pl ti b
Simple family tree chart.
Abraham family tree preprinted.
Optional:  Pictures of your parents or 
grandparents.

PREPARATION
Fill out a family tree for Abraham and one
for you. Copy enough charts for each child
to have one to take home and fi ll out with
their family.

Alternate Presentation:
Print a picture of Abraham and Sarah.  Cut a
long string of paper doll people out of white
paper and attach the string to the picture of 
Abraham and Sarah.  At the end of the string,
draw a red crown on the head of the last per-
son.  Fold the string behind the picture of 
Abraham and unfold the string of paper dolls
as you talk about Abraham’s family, climaxing
in Jesus’ birth.  You could also call children up
to continue the chain showing them that they
are all part of the family of God if they are
believers.

God had a plan to send his Son Jesus to the earth as a
baby to be part of an earthly family. (Show baby.) God
started looking for someone to be Jesus’ great-great-
great….great grandfather. But He needed someone
who would follow Him and teach all of his children
to trust God too. God chose Abraham. 

Abraham wanted a family very much. So God prom-
ised him that if he left  his home and went to a special
land, he would be given a big family. Abraham and
his wife, Sarah, didn’t have any children, and they
were really old -- past the age when people could have
children. But Abraham believed God’s promise and
followed God to the new land. 

Every person ever born has a natural father and
mother.  Th ey also have grandparents. Sometimes, we
have sisters, brothers, aunts and uncles that are all
our relatives. We call this our “family.” (Let children
talk about their families.) (Show diagram of your family
tree.) Th is is called a family tree. We use it to list all of 
our family members in the order that they were born
and who came from whom. (Show photos and discuss
your family tree.)

(Show Abraham’s family tree.) Th is is Abraham’s fami-
ly tree. He believed God’s promise for 25 years. Th at
takes faith! God kept His promise to Abraham and
gave him a son named Isaac. Isaac had two sons, Ja-
cob and Esau, and Jacob had 12 sons. And from one of 
those sons, Judah, eventually both Mary and Joseph
were born. And we know that God chose Mary and
Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents. Each of you has a
family tree too. God wants you to treat your family
well and to honor them. When we think of Abraham,
we can remember that God wanted a family and that
we are now God’s children through our faith in Jesus.
(See Small Group for more on family tree.)
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                 PEEK ABU &
                 THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC
                 
                

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 22:1-18 

ELEMENT OF TRUTH
Abraham had to agree to give up his son so 
God could give up Jesus.

MATERIALS
Peek Abu puppet.P k Ab

Before Skit: 
Let’s see if our puppet friend Peek has anything 
to say on the matter.

After Skit:

It sounds like Abraham had wanted a family 
more than anything.   It took a lot of trust in 
God to give up his only son Isaac. God valued 
that trust and rewarded Abraham with the 
bigg est family ever.  Jesus came through that 
very same family. And because of what Jesus 
did for us, each of us, through faith, can be-
come a part of God’s family too.

Children, I know you’ve realized by 
now how much God wanted a family.  
And how he found someone else who
wanted a family as much as he did…
Abraham. And I’m sure you realize by 
now how happy Abraham must have 
been to fi nally have Isaac. But do you 
know that in order for God to have 
the family He really wanted he need-
ed Abraham to do one more thing? He 
needed Abraham to be willing to give 
up his only son…so one day God the
Father would be able to do the same 
and give up His only Son Jesus for us.

(Coming up facing back of puppet stage.) 
No!  I don’t want to go with you! Nope.  
…  I said, No!

Excuse me, Peek.  Is everything okay?

(Turn around.) Oh, you know …broth-
ers! It’s my brother, Seek. He keeps 
bugg ing me to come help him fi nd 
the missing piece of his puzzle. But I 
TOLD him 5 times already to go fi nd 
it himself!

Oh. I guess brothers sometimes can 
fi ght.

You bet! Sometimes I wish I was an 
only child!

Well, being an only child isn’t always 
better. Just think of how Isaac felt.
Th e Bible says that God commanded 
Abraham to take Isaac, his only son    
whom he loved, and sacrifi ce him on 
a mountain.

Oh, yeah.  I hadn’t thought about that.  
I remember that too.  Phew.  Th at was       
tense.  I thought we were going to lose 

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher: 

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

b h
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Isaac that day. Aft er all those years
Abraham had to wait to have a fami-
ly, and now God was asking Abraham
to sacrifi ce Isaac on an altar.

Peek, you were there. Can you tell us
what happened?

Oh, sure. Abraham was obedient to
God and took Isaac up Mount Moriah.
He didn’t want to, but he had learned
to trust God no matter what. Abra-
ham told his servants to wait at the
bottom of the mountain, and he and
Isaac carried the wood and the fi re up
Mt. Moriah alone.

Were you there when Abraham tied
Isaac up on the altar?

Yes, I got to see that, but I kind of 
missed the part where Abraham lift ed 
his knife to kill Isaac.

Why? Were you scared?

What? Scared? Me? No! I was busy
with the ram.

What ram?

You see, God let me be the one to bring
the ram. God knew that Abraham
would be obedient, but God really
didn’t want Isaac to be killed. So He
prepared a ram to be there just in time
to switch with Isaac on the altar.  

Oh - I see.  So God was ready for Abra-
ham to pass the test.

Yes.

But I don’t understand.  If the ram was
ready and right there, how come you
didn’t see Abraham with the knife?

Well, I kind of got the ram caught in
some thicket, and while I was busy
trying to untangle the ram from the
thorns, God called out and stopped
Abraham just in time before he killed
Isaac.

Wow. So then what happened?

Abraham praised God and untied
Isaac and sacrifi ced the ram instead.  

Wow, that’s amazing! And because
Abraham was willing to give his only
son, God saw that Abraham truly be-
lieved and trusted in Him - even for
the thing he wanted most, a family.
And Isaac got to live, and he went on
to have children and grandchildren
and great grandchildren…and so on
all the way down his family tree until
Jesus was born.

And we all know that it’s through Jesus
that God fi nally got to have the fami-
ly He always wanted.  And you know
what else, Teach?

What, Peek?  

All this talk about Abraham wanting
a family and God wanting a family…
makes me kinda glad I have a family.  I
think I’ll go help my brother, Seek, fi nd
that puzzle piece. 

Okay, Peek. Th at’s a good idea. We’ll
see you later.

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:

Peek:

Teacher:
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                TOO MANY TO COUNT

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 13:16 And I am  going to give you
so many descendants that, like dust, they
cannot be counted! 

ELEMENT OF TRUTH
Abraham believe for a family by using His
creation.

MATERIALS
Sand (for younger children, sprinkles can be
used), small plates and spoons, enough for
every member of the class, paper stars.

PREPARATION
Place plates and spoons   at a table or on
a mat or cloth on the fl oor. Have yellow 
stars cut out for   children to hold for ob-
ject lesson.  

Children, do you like to look at pictures when your
Mom or Dad reads you a book? (Allow answers.) It
helps to see pictures while listening to the story,
doesn’t it?

Well, God knows that it’s easier for us to understand
something when we can see something.  So when
God told Abraham to believe for a large family,
when he didn’t even have one child yet, God helped
him believe by showing him some pictures or objects.

First God told Abraham to look up at the stars.
(Show stars or have kids hold them up for this part of the
story.) When you look up on a clear night, how many
can you see?  (Allow answers.) Th ere are really too
many to count, aren’t there?

Th en God told Abraham to look at the sand along
the seashore. How many grains of sand are there at
the beach? Let’s see if you can count. (Pass out a small
amount of sand or sprinkles, or show them a station if 
doing this up front. Explain that the sprinkles will be our 
“sand” if using sprinkles.) 

Take a minute and see how many grains of sand (or
sprinkles) you can count in your pile. (Give the chil-
dren a minute to try.) How many did you count? How 
many are there? (Allow answers.)  Too many to count,
right?

God used these pictures to help Abraham under-
stand that He had a really big family of believers
planned for Abraham.  He not only got Isaac and
his grandkids Jacob and Esau, but all of us who have
faith in Jesus are really the children of Abraham too
because we made Jesus our brother. And there are
millions of us all over the world.

God really did give Abraham the big family He
promised him. But Abraham had to use his faith to
believe for that family before God could release it to
him.  We can use our faith too when we believe God
even if we can’t see.
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               MY FAMILY TREE

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 12:3b All the families of the earth 
will be blessed through you. (MSG)

ELEMENT OF TRUTHE
God’s blessings are still on families.d bl

MATERIALS
Family tree charts, crayons or colored Family t
pencils.

PREPARATION
(Optional) Ask parents to bring in family
photos or take pictures of your classmates 
and help them cut out their faces to add to
family tree.  

(Give each child a family tree chart to fill in and color.  Let 
them draw pictures of the relatives they know. Leave time
at the end to answer any questions the kids have about 
how to become a son or daughter of God.)

Children, each of us has a family tree just like Abra-
ham.  God thinks families are very important and he
oft en calls families to work together in His kingdom.
Each of us can thank God for someone in our family
that loves us and that we get to love.  I think God
gave us families so we could realize how much He
loves us.  Even when family members don’t love each
other perfectly, we’re still family.  Th at bond will al-
ways remain. Now, we all know that no family is
perfect but God sees that and knows that. Th e good
news is that nothing is too hard for God. Imagine
how special it is to be a part of God’s family.   Every
time one of us chooses to believe in Jesus and all that
He has done for us, we become born into God’s big
family called “Christians.” Let’s all say our this to-
gether, “I can be a part of God’s family.”




